FRONTISPIECE
[HE curtain rises, and a new Frontispiece is seen, joined to the great pilasters, which are on each side of the stage : on the flat of each basis is a shield, adorned with gold ; in the middle of the shield, on one side, are two hearts, a small scroll of gold over them, and an imperial crown over the scroll; on the other hand, in the shield, are two quivers full of arrows saltire, etc. ; upon each basis stands a figure bigger than the life; one represents Peace, with a palm in one, and an olive branch in the other hand; the other Plenty, holding a cornucopia, and resting on a pillar. Behind these figures are large columns of the Corinthian order, adorned with fruit and flowers: over one of the figures on the trees is the king's cypher; over the other, the queen's : over the capitals, on the cornice, sits a figure on each side ; one represents Poetry, crowned with laurel, holding a scroll in one hand, the other with a pen in it, and resting on a book; the other Painting, with a palette and pencils, etc.: on the sweep of the arch lies one of the Muses, playing on a bass-viol; another of the Muses, on the other side, holding a trumpet in one hand, and the other on a harp. Between these figures, in the middle of the sweep of the arch, is a very large panel in a frame of gold ; in this panel is painted, on one side, a woman, representing the City of London, leaning her head on her hand in a dejected posture, showing her sorrow and penitence for her offences j the other hand holds the arms of the city, and a mace lying under it: on the other side is a figure of the Thames, with his legs shackled, and leaning on an empty urn : behind these are two imperial figures ; one representing his present majesty; and the other the queen : by the king stands Pallas, (or wisdom and valour,) holding a charter for the city, the king extending his hand, as raising her drooping head, and re-
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